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Honoring Potter County’s Korean War Veterans
Potter County Department of Veterans Affairs has announced 
plans for a ceremony to honor the county’s Korean War 
veterans. Lt. Col. Dennis N. Snelling (right), operations director 
for the Defense Department’s 60th Anniversary of the Korean 
War Commemoration Committee, will be the featured speaker 
for a recognition dinner to be held on Saturday, July 20, at 
American Legion Post 192 in Coudersport. Further details will 
be announced.
Potter County Veterans Affairs Director Will Worthington is 
compiling a roster of Korean War veterans from Potter County, 
as well as survivors of deceased Korean War veterans, to 
include in future notifications about the ceremony. He can be 
reached by at wworthington@pottercountypa.net, or 814-274-
8290, Ext. 210.
“Historians have referred to the Korean War as ‘the forgotten 
war,’ due to a number of factors,” Worthington said. “This 
ceremony is an effort to pay a long-overdue tribute to a special 
group of veterans.” He expressed his appreciation to American 
Legion Post 192 for the use of its facilities, as well as other local veterans’ service 
organizations that are supporting the dinner. 
A highlight will be a memorial service for the Potter County men who lost their lives in the 
Korean War. The local committee has compiled a roster of these casualties and is asking 
family members and friends to assist in creating a fitting memorial. Photographs, 
biographical information and other notes about these eight men are especially welcome:

• Army PFC George Lattin, died Oct. 16, 1952
• Marines 1st Lt. John B. Goery, Dec. 27, 1952
• Army Cpl. Paul M. Brown, March 2, 1951
• Army Pvt. Edward W. Duston, Sept. 6, 1950
• Army Sgt. Lewis A. Guilds, Nov. 2, 1950
• Army Pvt. Fred J. Van Why, Feb. 8, 1951
• Army Pvt. Robert I. Roberts, May 28, 1951
• Army Sgt. Donald T. Johnson, July 11, 1952

.



Help For Economically Challenged Vets April 17
Potter County Department of Veterans Affairs has 
teamed with the Bath (N.Y.) VA Medical Center to 
schedule a Veterans Economic Hardship Event for 
Wednesday, April 17, in downtown Coudersport. 
Tentative plans call for the VA Mobile Clinic to be 
positioned in front of the courthouse from 10 am to 
2 pm. Veterans facing economic hardships will be 
able to obtain personal hygiene supplies, military 
surplus items (blankets, boots, coats, sleeping 
bags) and other items. Counselors will be 

available to discuss housing needs, health care and other veterans’ benefits. Those 
attending are asked to bring their discharge papers and 2012 financial information. For 
more information, call 814-274-8290, extension 210, or send email to 
wworthington@pottercountypa.net

‘Shameless’ Operators Stealing From Veterans
“Shame on you!” was the stern 
reprimand by Cumberland 
County Commissioner Barbara 
Cross during a recent meeting 
of the CCAP Military and 
Veterans Affairs Committee. 
Cross, a Marine Corps 
veteran, was responding to 
reports of an uptick in 
fraudulent and deceptive fundraising practices by operators who are 

capitalizing on the public’s support for veterans.
In Pennsylvania, shady operators are increasingly using telephone and mail solicitations, 
and even appearing at malls and other public settings, to collect donations for seemingly 
legitimate veterans’ causes and then pocketing the money.
CCAP (County Commissioners Assn. of Pa.) members discussed the issue in detail with 
Brian Natali, chief of the Division of Veterans Services and Programs for the Pa. Dept. of 
Military and Veterans Affairs. He agreed to assist them in a statewide educational 
campaign to help the public distinguish between the legitimate operators and the 
cheaters.
Potter County Commissioner Paul Heimel, committee vice chairman, agreed to 
spearhead the initiative, working with directors of veterans affairs and other county 
officials across Pennsylvania. “Sadly, veterans face enough of an obstacle just trying to 
access the services to which they’re entitled,” Heimel explained. “With resources 
stretched so thin, it’s beyond despicable that so many of these shady operators have 
cropped up to operate outside of the law or trying to tip-toe on the fine line of legality.” 
He cited one group, billing itself by the lofty name Veterans Support Organization, or 
VSO (see above), that took in $8.5 million on behalf of veterans in 2011, according to the 
IRS, and expended a mere $300,000 for services.



LEEK Open House Scheduled May 10-12
An open house is planned for the LEEK 
Hunting and Mountain Preserve for 
wounded warriors at Oswayo over the 
May 10-12 weekend. American Eagles 
Motorcycle Club will once again support 
LEEK with a motorcycle run on Saturday, 
May 11, departing from the preserve at 
12:30 pm and returning at about 4:30, 
with a closing ceremony and awards at 
5:30. The Sponsors Dinner and Auction is 
Friday, May 10, from 6-9 pm. Cost is $10 
per person. Many vendors and 
organizations will be set up at LEEK and 
the facility will be open to the public all 

weekend with family events and activities. Among sponsors are the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Boy Scouts of America and Oswayo United Methodist 
Church. Details are available online at leekpreserve.org or by calling 410-322-4610.

County Working With Vietnam Wall Organization
Potter County officials have signed 
on to a nationwide campaign to 
assure that all of the county’s 
Vietnam War casualties are properly 
memorialized at the “Education 
Center at the Wall.” The center is 
planned for the National Mall site 
adjacent to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. It will be a two-story 
underground learning facility 
designed to inform future generations 
of the honor and sacrifices made by 

those who served their country in war. A prominent feature will be the larger-than-life 
pictures of service members whose names adorn the polished black panels of The Wall. 
The pictures will be displayed on service members’ birthdays and will add faces to the 
more than 58,000 names on the wall and tell the stories of those who served. The 
Education Center will be funded through private donations. The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund has embarked on a campaign to secure the nearly $85 million needed. 
Sponsors are hoping to begin construction late this year. More information is available at 
the website, buildthecenter.org. Potter County Veterans Affairs Director Will Worthington 
is collecting photographs and information about Vietnam War casualties. He’s compiling 
a roster that so far includes Capt. Edgar Nuschke, PFC Edward Ritsick, Sgt. Bruce 
Maynard, Sp/4 Donald L. Stiles, Staff Sgt. Garreth L. Kibbe, Sp/4 Gerald 
Stonemetz, Pvt. Edwin Franklin Tubbs and Spc/4 Clark Douglas. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Mall


‘Healing Waters’ Event To Honor WWII Veterans
(Submitted by Pete Ryan, DMD, God’s Country Trout Unlimited Chapter President)

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, initiated and conducted by members of the 
Federation of Fly Fishers and Trout Unlimited, serves military personnel who have been 
wounded, injured, or disabled to aid their physical and emotional recovery by introducing 
or rebuilding the skills of fly fishing and fly tying and by using these skills on fishing 
outings and as lifelong recreation.
While initially focusing on the military personnel in the Washington, D.C., area, the 
project has expanded nationwide and is offering its services and program to active 
military personnel and veterans in the Department of Defense and Department of 
Veterans Affairs hospitals throughout the country.
The program provides basic fly fishing, fly casting and fly tying classes and clinics at no 
cost. Fly fishing and tying equipment and materials are provided, including equipment 
that accommodates special needs.
God’s Country Chapter of Trout Unlimited will host its sixth annual Project Healing 
Waters Fly Fishing event, in cooperation with the Big Moore’s Run Fish and Game 
Preserve, from Tuesday, May 21, through Friday, May 24.
While our chapter has enough volunteer members to provide the instruction, equipment 
and guide services for the 15 individuals from the Erie, Bath and Batavia VA hospitals, 
we are soliciting donations to offset the cost of food, lodging, fly-tying tools and 
materials.
We are proud to dedicate this year’s event to all World War II veterans. Therefore, we 
are working with the local American Legion and VFW posts to invite all local WWII 
veterans to participate in our guests’ 40-mile motorcycle escort/parade through Potter 
County.
Please forward your tax-deductible contribution to God's Country Trout Unlimited, Project 
Healing Waters, Box 702, Coudersport PA 16915.



Legion Post 192 comes through for Fisher House
Families of military veterans who are being treated at VA 
Pittsburgh Health Care System can find accommodations 
close to their loved ones, thanks to the Fisher House 
organization. American Legion Post 192, together with its 
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion branches, took a 
big step to support Fisher House of Pittsburgh. Heather 
Frantz, manager of the facility, traveled to Coudersport to 
express her personal appreciation for the post’s $7,600 
donation. “It’s so gratifying for us to see examples of support 
such as yours,” Frantz said. “It is both a blessing and an 
honor for me to be involved with Fisher House, and it’s even 

more special when I have an opportunity to meet people like you.” Fisher House is a 
comforting facility that helps families cope with situations that are often emotionally 
draining. A new Fisher House opened in Pittsburgh in December, with 10 rooms 
available. While it is designed to support families, veterans receiving extended, recurring 
outpatient therapy can also stay there. Families or veterans find support and 
encouragement from others who are experiencing similar circumstances.
There is no fee to stay in a Fisher House. The fallout of two wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
has fueled a Fisher House building boom. In 2010, ten new houses opened. In 2012, 
four more were launched; another four will come in 2013. Named after late founder 
Zachary Fisher and his wife, Elizabeth, who made their fortune in real estate, the Fisher 
Houses first opened in 1991. (Photo courtesy of Endeavor News)

Fisher House Pittsburgh manager Heather Franz thanked American Legion Post 192 and its 
affiliates for a $7,600 donation. “We have worked with the New York Fisher House before and 
have seen the wonderful things they do,” said Post 192 adjutant Ted Parsell. “They directly 
support veterans and their families. Shown from left are: front -- Jim Buckingham (finance officer), 
Dick Chapell, Buck Hayes, George Locke, and John Welsh (Sons of the American Legion 
chaplain); back -- Bob Welsh (first vice commander), Vic Corneliussen, Helie Rounds, Jeanette 
Wragg (Auxiliary president), John Orlowski, (commander), Fisher House manager Heather Franz, 
Steve Taylor (Sons of the American Legion commander), and Ted Parsell (adjutant).



Joining Forces is a national initiative to mobilize 
citizens to give our service members and their 
families the opportunities and support they have 
earned. It provides ways for Americans to do 
more for those who have done so much for us. 

Joining Forces:

• Brings attention to the unique needs and strength of America’s military families. 
• Inspires, educates, and sparks action from all sectors – citizens, communities, 

businesses, non-profits, faith-based institutions, philanthropic organizations, and 
government -- to help veterans and military families.

• Showcases the skills, experience, and dedication of America’s veterans and military 
spouses to strengthen our nation’s communities.

Issues that are of special importance to the military families are highlighted, including the 
areas of employment, education and wellness.

Employment. In many cases, military spouses move from one community to another 
when their spouses are assigned to new duty stations. These transfers can make it very 
difficult for spouses to continue with their careers or to find similar jobs in new locations. 
Joining Forces: a.) highlights the workforce potential of veterans and military spouses; 
b.) expands employment and career development opportunities for veterans and military 
spouses; and c.) helps employers create military family-friendly workplaces.

Education. Military children move frequently due to a parent’s reassignment. These 
moves can make it difficult to transfer records, secure spaces in courses, stay included 
in extra-curricular activities, and complete required testing on time. Joining Forces: a.) 
supports the academic achievement of military children by helping schools become more 
responsive to the unique needs of military children and families; b.) promotes and 
supports higher education institutions and programs that expand education 
opportunities, eases transferability for military-connected students, and expands job 
training opportunities for military spouses and veterans.

Wellness  .   The stress of war, multiple deployments, and frequent moves can affect the 
wellness of military families. Children and spouses can experience anxiety, changes in 
relationships with family and friends, isolation or emotional challenges in dealing with 
deployments, illness or injury, and high mobility. Joining Forces: a.) calls attention to the 
critical issues facing veterans and military families; b.) expands access to wellness 
programs and to resources for military spouses and families.



Report From National Committee: ‘Help Is On The Way’
“Help is on the way” was the message for veterans who are 
having trouble accessing benefits and other assistance. It was 
delivered by two federal officials during a meeting of the National 
Veterans and Military Service Committee in Washington. Potter 
County Commissioner Paul Heimel represents Pennsylvania on 
the committee. Members heard from Keith Kelly (shown), 
Assistant U.S. Secretary of Labor, who heads the Veterans 
Employment and Training Service; and Frank DiGiovanni, Director 
of Training Readiness and Strategy for the Defense Department. 
They asked county governments to help veterans above and beyond mandated 
programs. At the same time, they pledged greater federal assistance for veterans, in 
recognition of the unique challenges many of them are facing. “Traditionally, when our 
service members have returned from deployment, we’ve had a healthy economy,” 
DiGiovanni noted. “But that’s not the case today. These service members are going to 
need extra help.” Kelly called for proactive policies to recognize the skills and training 
veterans gained during their military service as an asset in employability. “Many of them 
are hearing, ‘thank you for your service,’ and that’s good,” Kelly said. “But what they’re 
really thinking is, ‘I want a job’.” Committee members also heard about the Joining 
Community Forces initiative,” (see below) building partnerships between veterans 
service organizations, federal and local governments, social service agencies and 
community leaders to help service members, veterans and their families.

Getting On Fast Track To Civilian Employment
Service members and veterans are prepared to 
transition into civilian employment, the senior enlisted 
advisor to the Joint Chiefs of Staff said in releasing a 
report titled “The Fast Track to Civilian Employment: 
Streamlining Credentialing and Licensing.” Marine 
Corps Sgt. Major Bryan B. Battaglia said the skills, 
dedication and discipline conferred by military service 
makes veterans an asset to any civilian employer. For 

now, the task is to reform the state regulatory systems around health care and 
transportation professions to make it easier for veterans and service members to 
transfer their military training – preparing them to serve in civilian life as paramedics, 
nurses, physician assistants or truck drivers. Too often, returning service members are 
required to repeat education or training in order to receive industry certifications and 
state occupational licenses, even though their military training and experience overlaps 
with credential requirements. As of January 2013, roughly 844,000 veterans were 
unemployed and looking for work, including 252,000 post-9/11 veterans. As we draw 
down from Afghanistan, 1 million service members are expected to leave the armed 
forces over the next several years. At the Pa. CareerLink office in Coudersport, Byron 
Sutton is available to help veterans and their spouses take advantage of employment 
and training opportunities, and to assist vets in transitioning to the civilian workforce, 
setting career objectives and applying for services. He can be reached at the CareerLink 
office on Rt. 6 West (Port Allegany Road); 274-9330 or bysutton@pa.gov.

mailto:bysutton@pa.gov


Items of interest to our veterans

VA Medical Center In Potter County. The Potter 
County Board of Commissioners worked with the 
Bath (N.Y.) VA Medical Center to establish a medical 
clinic in a county building at the Mapleview property 
off Rt. 872 in Coudersport. The center is staffed by  
personnel trained to process new enrollments, 
update patient information, conduct screenings and 

deliver primary care and/or referrals, depending on each veteran's needs. It is open 
Thursdays from 8 am to 4:30 pm. More operating hours may be added soon. Veterans 
interested in being seen at the Coudersport office should call 814-260-9342. Specialty 
services beyond primary care are available through the Bath center.

Military OneSource Helps Veterans. As the 
Information Age continues to shape modern 
communication, the Defense Department has 
revitalized and consolidated the Military OneSource 
website to better assist service members and their 
families. The overhaul includes enhanced social media 
platforms and multiple access methods, including 
mobile handheld devices. It’s part of a broader effort toward an overall reduction of 
government websites. Military OneSource (militaryonecourse.com, or 1-800-342-9647) 
provides round-the-clock consultants to assist with topics such as non-medical 
counseling, anger management and communication skills at no cost.

Vets’ Issues In Congress. Two veterans’ bills, 
the Improving Transparency of Education 
Opportunities for Veterans Act (H.R. 4057) and 
the Dignified Burial and Other Veterans’ Benefits  
Improvement Act (S. 3202), have been signed 
into law. HR 4057 strengthens the educational 
benefits afforded America’s veterans, and gives 
them access to better information to pursue a 

quality education. A third bill has been introduced in Congress to provide a mathematical 
formula for setting cost-of-living increases for disabled veterans and the survivors of 
deceased vets. Most disabled vets receive about $1,100/month. The 1.7% increase that 
took effect in January amounts to about $19 more. Such increases are often equal to the 
cost-of-living raise awarded to Social Security recipients and retirement pay for federal 
employees, based on the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index. However, 
veterans’ benefits increases are not automatic and must be approved by Congress and 
the President. Rep. Jon Runyan, who is on the House Veterans Affairs Committee, has 
introduced the American Heroes COLA Act, which would make veterans’ cost-of-living 
adjustments automatic each year that Social Security benefits are changed.



Transition Support For Vets. 
Two organizations are expanding 
their efforts to help veterans – 
particularly those returning from 
Afghanistan and Iraq – adjust to civilian life and make connections with others who have 
recently served. National Veterans Foundation operates a toll-free hotline for veterans 
facing transition issues. The line at 1-888-777-4443 is staffed from noon to midnight 
daily. Veterans can also make anonymous queries via the website, www.nvf.org. 
Vets4Vets is a project of Iraq/Afghanistan-era military veterans who take part in and 
create support groups. Veterans can tell their stories with a promise of confidentiality, 
expressing their feelings, thoughts and concerns in ways that family members or friends 
may not understand. The forum is free and financial assistance is available for support 
group operations or transportation. For more information, visit www.vets4vets.us or call 
520-319-5500.

For Spouses/Children. The National Military 
Family Association provides resources and support 
to spouses and children of U.S. Air Force, Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health 
Service. NMFA runs Operation Purple Camp, a 
series of free weeklong summer camps around the 

country for children of soldiers deployed overseas. NMFA also provides college 
scholarships for military spouses. A toll-free telephone number, 1-800-260-0218, and a 
website (www.nmfa.org) are available for those who want to learn more.

Veterans Affairs Director Eager To Help. Potter County 
Director of Veterans Affairs Will Worthington is available to 
help veterans with a variety of services. He can be reached at 
the Gunzburger Building (814-274-8290, Ext. 210) or 
wworthington@pottercountypa.net. Office hours are Tuesdays, 
8 to 4:30 (by appointment) and Wednesdays, 8 to 4:30 (walk-
ins and follow-ups). Worthington checks his voice mail and 
email frequently when he is not in the office. However, in the 
event that he is unavailable and a veteran or dependent 
requires immediate access to military records, he has 
established a link with the Philadelphia PMC that includes a 
direct line to the special services section: 215-381-3762. Fax 
number is 215-381-3185 and email address is 
vavbaphi/ro/pensioncenter@vba.va.gov. “Any veteran or 
dependent using this emergency access service should be 
prepared to provide a social security number for the individual whose records are being 
sought,” Worthington advised. 

mailto:vavbaphi/ro/pensioncenter@vba.va.gov
mailto:wworthington@pottercountypa.net
http://www.nmfa.org/
http://www.vets4vets.us/
http://www.nvf.org/


In Memoriam: Army Specialist Michael Franklin
He was fun-loving, humble, friendly, and felt a heartfelt 
commitment to continue the family history of military 
service to his country. Eight years ago, on March 7, 
2005, a month shy of his 23rd birthday, Army Specialist 
Michael Franklin of Coudersport made the ultimate 
sacrifice while serving his country in Iraq. A vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device detonated near his 
screening area in Ramadi. Franklin wasn't supposed to 
be on duty at that time, but unselfishly let a friend have 
the luxury of a hot shower before his shift. The 
checkpoint he was patrolling was established to trap 
guerrilla fighters through a dusk-to-dawn curfew. Similar 
operations were taking place in other towns in western 
Iraq, which was seeing heavy guerrilla fighting in 2005. 
His mother, Tina Franklin, chose to honor her son and his service by becoming active in 
Gold Star Mothers, an organization of those who have lost a son or daughter in battle. 
She started making trips to Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., to 
visit one of the soldiers who were injured in the blast that killed her son. From there, she 

began working with soldiers and visiting 
with families of fallen soldiers. 
"Our lives are forever altered," Franklin 
said. “The war came home for many of us 
that day. It will always be my hope and 
prayer that those who come to appreciate 
the ultimate sacrifice that so many of our 
men and women have made in war will 
honor their memory by committing 
themselves to service.”

Potter County Veterans News is a publication of the Potter County Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Copies are available for free download from the county’s website, pottercountypa.net 
(click on Veterans Affairs). Local veterans’ service organizations are encouraged to submit 
material for inclusion in the newsletter through email to pheimel@pottercountypa.net. 


