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Eddie Tubbsô 
battlefield heroics 
werenôt widely known 
until his family, friends 
and community 
members gathered in 
early December to 
name a Coudersport 
bridge in his memory. 

Emotions ran high as 
his cousin, Roy Baker 
of Tioga County, a 
Vietnam War combat 
veteran himself, 
quietly revealed some 
details of Tubbsô final 
minutes in the jungles 

of South Vietnam. Published reports noted that the 19-year-old Army 
private died due to small-arms fire after laying down his rifle to help a 
fallen comrade.  ñThatôs not the whole story,ò Baker told a hushed 
audience assembled in the Calvary Baptist Church Activity Center, next 
to what is now the Private Edwin Tubbs Memorial Bridge. ñThree 
soldiers who with Eddie had all taken small-arms fire,ò Baker explained. 
ñEddie risked his own life to help get them to safety. They were two 
enlisted men and his lieutenant. He had 
just helped his lieutenant to a safe 
location and was trying to get back 
under cover himself when they got him.ò 

Another emotional moment came when 
three representatives of the Vietnam 
Veterans Legacy Motorcycle Club came 
forward to present a flag and plaque to 
Private Tubbsô sister, Laura Hemphill. 
Two of them spoke of the difficulties 
they had coping with the tense political 
climate when they returned to the U.S. 
after serving their own stints in the 
Vietnam War. ñWe owe it to people like 
Private Tubbs to never forget and to 
never take our freedom for granted,ò 
said club member Vic Corneliussen. 

(story continued on page 2) 

Battlefield Heroics Revealed 45 Years Later 
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Pvt. Tubbs brother, Russell Tubbs (far right), and his 
sister, Laura Hemphill (fourth from right) were among 
family members attending. (Photo by Curt Weinhold)  

Pvt. Edwin F. Tubbs 
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Potter County Commissioner Paul Heimel, who serves on 
the National Veterans and Military Services Committee, 
shared some memories of the Tubbs family from his 
childhood. ñWhen the local newspaper came out that 
Wednesday in January 1969 and carried a front-page 
picture of Eddie, telling of his death, thatôs the day the war 
came home for many of us in Coudersport,ò Heimel said. 
ñHe was only 19. He never had a chance.ò  

State Senator Joe Scarnati and State Representative 
Martin Causer, both of whom shepherded the bill to 
rename the bridge through the legislature, each attended 
Tuesdayôs ceremony. ñThis young man put his country 
and his fellow soldiers above himself,ò said Causer. ñEven 
if they donôt know anything else about him, anyone who 
crosses this bridge will know he gave his life for his family, his friends and for them.ò 

Also on Tuesday, U.S. Representative Glenn Thompson was on the floor of the House delivering a 
tribute to Private Tubbs that will be entered into the Congressional Record. U. S. Senator Pat 
Toomey sent a letter of gratitude that was read aloud at Tuesdayôs dedication ceremony. Also 
participating were Potter County Veterans Affairs Director Will Worthington and the Rev. Janis 
Yskamp of Christ Episcopal Church in Coudersport. Members of the Potter County Honor Guard 
held the colors and a bugler sounded ñTapsò to conclude the program, after which attendees 
assembled at the bridge for the unveiling of the memorial plaques. ǐ 

Continued from page 1... 

Roy Baker, cousin of Private Edwin Tubbs, re-

vealed details of the late soldierõs heroics in Vi-

etnam during the bridge dedication. Rep. Martin 

Causer (right) also spoke.  Photo by Curt Weinhold 

Specialist Donald Stiles Bridge Approved 

A young man from Coudersport who lost his life in the Vietnam War will have a 
local bridge named in his honor sometime in early 2015. Members of the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly unanimously approved legislation renaming 
the Rt. 872 bridge near American Legion Post 192 as the Specialist Donald 
Stiles Memorial Bridge. 

ñThis is excellent news for members of the Stiles family and their many friends 
and supporters,ò said Will Worthington, director of veterans affairs for Potter 
County. ñOnce we hold the dedication ceremony in the spring, it will mean that 
all of the Vietnam War casualties from Potter County have been memorialized 
with a bridge named in their honor.ò 

A native of the Rubbertown section of north Coudersport, U.S. Army Specialist Donald L. Stiles 
was the communityôs first fatality in Vietnam. Spc. Stiles was raised by his grandparents, Edward 

and Belle Austin Stiles, after his mother Vivian Stiles died when ñDonnyò 
was less than two years old. He enlisted in the Army at age 17. He was 
deployed on Feb. 28, 1967, as an atomic demolition munitions specialist, 
serving with A Battery, 1st Battalion, 7th Artillery, 1st Infantry Division. 
Spc. Stiles was killed in action in Binh Duong Province, South Vietnam, 
on April 2, 1968, after taking another soldier's place on a mission and 
being hit by bomb fragments from a land mine.ǐ  

Childhood photo 

of ôDonnyõ Stiles 
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Solemn ceremonies and a call for public support of 
those who have served in the military highlighted the 
annual Veterans Day Dinner at American Legion Post 
192 in Coudersport. Keynote speaker was Potter 
County Commissioner Paul Heimel, who called on 
county residents to recognize the sacrifice local military 
veterans have made and look for opportunities to 
express their appreciation and support. 

 ñIt is only through a greater understanding of what 
youôve been through and what challenges you are 
facing today that we, on the civilian side, can at least try 
to pay you back,ò Heimel said. ñI know that a simple 
óthank you for your serviceô is always appreciated, but 
people also need to realize that itôs not always enough.ò 
Veterans may need help with employment, basic needs, 
or access to medical care and other services, he 
pointed out. Many of them may be able to find help from 
Potter County Veterans Affairs Director Will 

Worthington, whose office is located at the Gunzburger Building in Coudersport. ñIf you are a 
veteran, or a family member of a veteran, or if you know a veteran who might be missing out on 
benefits or services, the first place to start is with Director Worthington,ò Heimel said. ñJust three in 
10 are taking advantage of the benefits theyôre entitled to.ò 

Commissioner Heimel also outlined some of the initiatives he has been pursuing on Potter 
Countyôs behalf as vice chairman of two advocacy organizations at the state and national levels. 
These range from lobbying Congress for improved health care access through the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA), to a crackdown on criminals who fraudulently solicit on behalf of veterans. 
He dedicated his speech to his father, the late Joseph P. Heimel, who was a B-17 tailgunner on 
dozens of bombing missions during World War II. 

The dinner was preceded by an emotional empty-chair ceremony in recognition of prisoners of war 
and military service members who are missing in action. Ceremonies concluded with the sounding 
of a bell in memory of Legionnaires who have passed away over the past year. ǐ  

ôCall To Armsõ On Behalf of  Veterans 

Veterans representing the Army, Navy, Marines, 
Air Force, Coast Guard and Civil Air Patrol circled 
the symbolic empty table in recognition of prison-
ers of war and those missing in action. The cere-
mony was part of the Veterans Day dinner at 
American Legion Post 192. 

Military veterans from Pennsylvania, New 
Hampshire, Texas and California took part in 
an assisted deer hunt at the LEEK Hunting and 
Mountain Preserve in Oswayo. The non-profit 
organization provides wounded service mem-
bers a way to enjoy therapeutic outdoor recrea-
tional experiences and activities. Many volun-
teers pitch in to help. Among participants were 
(from left) LEEK volunteer guides Ken Martin 
and Vic Taylor, and veterans Dennis Leonard 
(seated), Bill Staley and Danny McDaniel. Vet-
eran Brett Borges is shown with the seven-
point buck he harvested. ǐ 


