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Honoring Potter County’s
Vietnam War Veterans
Potter County’s Veterans Service Committee has been accepted as a partner
in the national Commemoration of the Vietnam War initiative, a project of the
U.S. Congress and the Defense Department. It’s more than a ceremonial
partnership. To earn the certification, committee member had to commit to a
series of steps that will honor and thank Vietnam War veterans and their
families. Following the model of Potter County’s nationally recognized
Korean War Veterans Appreciation and Memorial Dinner in 2013, committee
members Bill Simpson, Paul Heimel and Dawn Wooster are determined to get
it right.
“Although details are
not yet worked out,
our signature event is
going to be a major
gathering to show
appreciation to those
Potter County men and women who served during the Vietnam War era,”
said Simpson, the county’s director of veterans affairs. “Following the format
of the Korean War dinner, which was cited as a model for other counties
across the nation, we are dedicated to honoring those who served in a fitting
and meaningful way, while pausing to pay tribute to the eight Potter County
soldiers who lost their lives in the war. This is an event that is long overdue.”
The county’s Vietnam War casualties were Clark Douglas, Gerrith Kibbe,
Bruce Maynard, Edgar Nuschke, Edward Ritsick, Donald Stiles, Donald
Stonemetz and Edwin Tubbs. Family members of the fallen will receive
special invitations to attend the dinner and ceremony, which is planned for
some time in 2018.
As a Commemorative Partner, Potter County will receive support that
includes educational displays and materials, a speaker from the Pentagon,
and gift items for veterans who attend. This national commemoration was
authorized by Congress and signed into law in 2008. It was launched with an
inaugural event at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial (The Wall) in Washington
D.C. on Memorial Day, May 28, 2012. Primary goal is to honor Vietnam War
veterans and their families on behalf of the nation for their service and
sacrifice. Other objectives are to highlight the service of our armed forces
and support organizations during the war; pay tribute to wartime
contributions at home by American citizens; highlight technology, science
and medical advances made during the war; and recognize contributions by
our Allies. The commemoration honors all United States veterans who served
on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces at any time between Nov. 1, 1955, and
May 15, 1975, regardless of location.
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Korean War casualty laid to rest in Ulysses Cemetery

Potter County Honor Guard members stand sentinel as New York National
Guard members carry the casket to the grave at the Ulysses Cemetery. Remains
recovered in North Korea were identified as Cpl. Sadewasser’s earlier this year.

Cpl. William Sadewasser

Korean War casualty William Sadewasser was buried with full military honors during a stirring ceremony at the Ulysses Cemetery. Military forensic analysts earlier
this year identified his remains, which were discovered in North Korea during a
joint recovery operation. He was killed in action on Nov. 28, 1950.
Sadewasser had served in World War II before returning to the family farm. He later
re-enlisted in the Army. He was one of approximately 2,500 U.S. and 700 South Korean troops deployed east of the Chosin Reservoir, when it was engaged by overwhelming numbers of Chinese forces. Cpl. Sadewasser was repairing a communications device when he was struck by enemy fire. Matching DNA from his remains
with that of two family members allowed analysts to confirm his identity.
Many Ulysses area residents turned out to greet
the procession by waving flags and looking on
in silence. An honor guard carried the flagdraped casket between two lines of members of
the Potter County Honor Guard. A firing squad
presented the 21-gun salute and a bugler played
“Taps.”
Members of the fallen soldier’s family arrive at the Ulysses Cemetery to take their seats for the brief interment service with full
military honors. Sadewasser was born in Wellsville, N.Y. His
family moved to his grandparents’ farm in Ulysses, and he attended school in both towns.
——————————————————— Potter County Veterans News ———————————–———
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Sister recalls fallen Galeton sailor on USS Juneau
Angeline Dietrich was a young woman of 19 working in Buffalo, N.Y., when she got
the news. A telegram sent to the family’s home in Galeton by the Navy revealed
that her brother, Anthony Bernard Caracciolo, had been declared missing. The
fireman first class who went by the name Tony was one of 550 sailors who went
down with the USS Juneau minutes after a Japanese torpedo struck the cruiser on
Nov. 13, 1942, at the Battle of Guadalcanal during World War II. “It’s a day I always
remember because it also happens to be my mother’s birthday,” said Dietrich,
now 94. “My mother never got over it.”

Anthony Bernard
Caracciolo

With a sense of duty and pride, Angeline decided to attend a recent seminar that
focused on Pennsylvania’s connection to the USS Juneau, drawing attention to
the 75th anniversary of the ship’s sinking. She had the honor of receiving a
ceremonial folded U.S. flag. “It was a very touching event that included an honor
guard and the playing of ‘Taps,’ which is always a stirring moment,” she said.

An organizer of the seminar tracked down
Angeline through online databases. The fourth of five children, Dietrich
had two other brothers who joined the Navy. George was already
serving when Tony’s ship went down. The youngest brother, Vincent,
joined in 1944 and later compiled an extensive scrapbook on his brother
with a focus on his Navy experiences.
Eight months after the sinking of the Juneau, the Navy sent a letter to
Dietrich’s parents on July 19, 1943, confirming the death of their son. A
memorial mass was later held in Galeton. For his service, the downed
sailor received numerous medals, including the Purple Heart.
Two years ago, while on an Alaskan cruise, Dietrich said discovered a
plaque on the dock in Juneau memorializing the sinking of her brother’s
ship, along with a list of names of the fallen sailors. She also viewed a
Angeline Dietrich looks
similar memorial in the Manila American Cemetery on a visit to the
through photos of her brother
Anthony who died when the
Philippines.
USS Juneau was sunk in the
On the 50th anniversary of the ship’s sinking, she and her husband, Bill, Pacific in November 1942.
flew over the spot in the Pacific where the Juneau went down and
Photo by Dave Zuchowski/The
dropped a floral wreath into the water. “I just had to do something for
Almanac
Tony,” she said.

Telehealth bill would erase state barriers
Congress is being asked to remove a ban on VA-credentialed health care providers practicing
telemedicine across state lines. Veterans’ advocacy groups are calling for passage of the Veterans E-Health and Telemedicine Support (VETS) Act of 2017. It would eliminate the requirement that medical professionals obtain a license in the state where they are providing services
through a high-speed internet connection for video and audio communication. The act would
also require the VA to assess the effectiveness and challenges of its telehealth programs and
report the results to Congress. A broad-based coalition of two-dozen health organizations support the VETS Act of 2017.
——————————————————— Potter County Veterans News ———————————–———
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Panel to evaluate gaps in
VA support of caregivers

Legion hosts scouts for
flag retirement ceremony

Recognizing that there are gaps in its services to military veterans’ families and support networks, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) in October appointed a
Veterans’ Family, Caregiver, and Survivor
Federal Advisory Committee. At the same
time, VA Secretary David Shulkin made a
commitment to implement the panel’s recommendations.
What will emerge from the
committee’s work plan is a
series of proposals to improve all aspects of the VA’s
operations related to veterans’ families, caregivers and
Secretary David survivors. Specifically,
members will examine
Shulkin
trends in the use of VA care
and benefits services, and factors that influence access, quality, and accountability for
those services. A key element of the committee’s work will be to engage veterans’
family members, research experts, and family service providers to determine how the
VA can support them.
“These Americans are truly our nation’s hidden heroes, and make great sacrifices each
and every day on behalf of their loved ones,
so we must do more to support them on
their journey,” said former Senator Elizabeth
Dole, herself a caregiver to her husband,
former U.S. Senate Majority Leader Robert
J. Dole, a combat-injured World War II veteran.

Participants in the flag retirement program at American Legion
Post 530 in Shinglehouse were Scout Leaders Shawn Shelp, Bill
Simpson, Pat Howard, and Brian Bennett; Boy Scouts Quintyn
Howard, Parker Howard, Conner Howard, Jordan Windus, Aaron Daily, Cody Daily, Mason Daily, Owen Sturdevent, and Nick
Flamini; and Legionnaires Dan Antonioli, Jerry Mitchell, John
Minderler and Mitch DeLong.

In an effort to instill a knowledge of flag
etiquette in the younger generation, Shinglehouse American Legion Post 530 recently teamed with Boy Scout Troop 557 for a
“unserviceable flag program.” Post leaders
gathered with the Scouts to prepare more
than 200 unserviceable flags for a fire to
properly retire them.
A ceremony began with trumpeter Aaron
Daily performing the National Anthem. Legionnaires then shared details on the history, symbolism and proper handling/
expression of respect for the flag and those
who lost their lives in military service.
Afterwards, Scouts stood in formation and
individually passed each flag to the Post
530 sergeant-at-arms, who lowered the retired flags into the fire without allowing
them to touch the coals or the ground. Post
530 is planning another formal unserviceable flag retirement program for June 14 in
the Shinglehouse Borough Park.
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Level 3 Pitches In. Employees at the Level 3 Communications headquarters in Coudersport became the first business affiliate of the Potter County Veterans Gravestone
Restoration Project. Angela Lyon (left) and Casey Bridges
were among Level 3 volunteers who turned out to work on
veterans’ markers at the Wells Cemetery in Oswayo. Tony
Mingo, senior facilities coordinator at Level 3 and an active
veterans’ advocate, arranged for the company’s involve-

Veterans Gravestone Committee Says ‘Thanks’
We just wanted to take a moment to express our appreciation to all of you who
have supported the Potter County Veterans Gravestone Restoration Project. Since
our launch of this program in May, several cemetery caretakers and volunteers
have come aboard to take responsibility
for continual care of military veterans’
gravestones. This initiative has also attracted national and statewide attention
and is being used as a model for other
countywide restoration projects. We remain available to serve as a resource to
any cemetery caretakers or volunteers
who would like to participate, providing
technical assistance and cleaning kits to
help them get started. Thank you again
for your interest, and for any part you
have played in making this ambitious project such an outstanding success.
Sincerely,
Potter County Veterans Service Committee
Bill Simpson

Paul Heimel
Dawn Wooster

ment with the Potter County Veterans Service Committee. Other businesses seeking to join up can contact
Bill Simpson at
wsimpson@pottercountypa.net
or 814-274-8290, extension 210.

Retired schoolteacher Barry Hayman was
among those who stepped up to support the
gravestone restoration project. Working with
Allegewi Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, he has been cleaning the
markers of Potter County’s Revolutionary
War veterans and creating tributes such as
this one.
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Statewide Honors For Post 192
Dozens of charitable donations, active volunteerism in
the community and loyal support for veterans, earned
American Legion Post 192 of Coudersport a special honor
during the Pennsylvania American Legion Annual Convention in Harrisburg. Post 192 Commander John Orlowski (middle) and Adjutant Ted Parsell (right) accepted
the Post Excellence Award, in recognition of outstanding
service and contributions to veterans, community, state
and nation. At left is Pennsylvania American Legion Department Commander Carl Olshefskie.

New scams targets military
supporters
Scammers will use
any means necessary to steal. They’ll
set up fake websites, steal Social Security numbers and
identities, or pose as a foreign millionaire
seeking help to shelter millions of dollars.
One of the latest cons targets Americans
who care about our military troops. Scammers are sending emails claiming to be soldiers in places such as Afghanistan looking
to move money to the U.S. through “legal
diplomatic means.” Scoundrels have also
added a new twist to “the grandparent
scam.” They’re plucking information from
social media and contacting grandparents,
disguising themselves as grandchild in military service desperately needing help. If
you’ve been targeted, report it to your local police.
Potter County Veterans News is a publication of the Potter County Veterans Affairs Department.
Copies are available for download from the county’s website, pottercountypa.net. For more
information, contact Paul Heimel at 814.274.8290, Ext. 203.
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